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Place Names : Life-Stories of People and Communities around Songkhla Lake
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to collect stories of place names around
Songkhla Lake, to study the ways of lives of the people and communities from oral tradi-
tions of place names and to study the connection between man and the sea and people
around Songkhla Lake. The findings of the study reveal that name places of the commu-
nities around Songkhla Lake cover 8 districts of Songkhla province connecting the lake.
The areas consisted of 20 sub-districts, which include 107 communities and discern 107
stories. In addition, the areas also cover 5 districts of Phatthalung province, which include
10 sub-districts and discern 51 stories. Therefore, there are 158 stories of oral traditions
about the communities around Songkhla Lake.

The study of lives of the people and the communities from the name places
from 158 stories reveal the strong relationships between ways of lives of the people and




158 TiasAnnAERTIvTImIauinEn
Journal of Education Thaksin University

the communities and their traditional beliefs. The belief about ‘Thuad® is reflected in the
forms of giant snakes, preat Nagas, crocodiles and trees. The belief about a soul is retold
about hoth the souls of the Buddhists and those of the Muslims. The belief about black
magic spells can be seen in the stories about lives of the people and the communities.
The belief about Buddha image is reflected in “folk Buoddhism,” ie. Buddha images are
“sacred objects.” The belief about animals and objects shows the animals or objects as
“extraordinary,” which are distinct from ordinary animals and objects. The belief about
people in the legends is reflected in the persons in legends or history, such as Chaofa
Kholai, Phranang Lued Khao, Maenang Phom Thong, ete. These characters are retold as
“extraordinary persons.” The belief about a supernatural power is reflected in various
forms, as in man, animals, objects and others. As for the relationship between people,
community and religion, it is found that people in the communities around Songkhla Lake
strongly believe in religion, either Buddhism or Islam. However. oral traditions regard-
ing such relationship occur more among Buddhists. Among the Muslims, there are no
stories telling the relationship between the people, the communities and Islam at all. For
the connection between people, communities and nature, it is found that certain aspects
of nature are used to name the places. For example, forests or trees are used to call the
place names. Water resources are used to give the place names. Land topography is also
assigned for place names. Similarly, mixture of nature is designed as place names. As for
the relationship between people and occupation, it is found that such occupations as rice
farming. fishery, making syrup from palmyras, trading. gardening and crop growing appear
distinctively in the oral traditions. Regarding the connection between people, communities,
objects and places, it is found that certain objects and places are commonly used as part
of place names of the communities around Songkhla Lake. Most of the objects and places
used as place names are man-made and significant or related to the ways of lives of the
people and communities in certain aspects.

Regarding the relationship between man and the sea and man around Songkhla
Lake, it is found that there exists a strong tie between man and Songkhla Lake, as the
latter is the source of provision for livelihood. People around Songkhla Lake are strongly
attached to the sea. Settlements have been made in the areas connecting to the sea due to
its richness in natural resources and as routes for transportation. The relationship between
the people and Songkhla Lake as routes for transportation is seen in the atmosphere of
water route transportation, where boats of different sizes and appearances are abound and
the boats play an important roles on such transportation. The relationship among people
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around Songkhla Lake are established due to richmess in natural resources of the lake,
where people share the resources. Such a relationship generates cxchanges of culture,
visits and sharing. The kinship system is created by the migrations of the people in the
communities around Songkhla Lake, probably due to spread of epidemics, search for a
new and richer settlement, intermarriage with people omtside the communities, trading
activities, floods and robberies, etc, thus causing strong bonds among kinships in differ-
ent communities. As for a strong relationship due to religious worship and beliefs, it is
found that people around Songkhla Lake are bound by their mutual visits for participation
in religious rites and beliefs. Such bindings can be found in oral traditions about certain

place names because the people in the communities around Songkhla Lake strongly uphold
their religion and beliefs.

Key words : Place Names, Life-Storics, People and Communities around Songkhla Lake
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