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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to deter-

mine the interest of southern 5" year students
of southern secondary school toward pursuing
tertiary education in agriculture programs and
those factors which influence student interest
towards tertiary education in agriculture. The study
was undertaken in order to develop suitable
agricultural technology curricula and admittance
policies consistent with the needs of the stu-
dents. Three hundred and forty-nine secondary
students from 11 schools in Southern Thailand
were randomly sampled and questionnaire was
designed as a tool to correct data. From the
study, it was found that 48.1% parents of the
students were engaged in agriculture activities.
In addition, 78.6% of the relatives of the stu-
dents were engaged in agriculture activities. When
classifying which agricultural activities the
students’ families were engaged in, it was found
that the most were in cultivation (74.6%) fol-
lowed by animal husbandry (10.1%), agricul-
tural product processing (3.6%) and fisheries
(3.0%) respectively. Students with a family

background in agriculture tended to exhibit an
interest towards agriculture. When the students
were asked which programs of agricultural tech-
nology they preferred, it was found that the agro-
industry program was of the highest interest fol-
lowed by plant production, fisheries and animal
production respectively. Sixty five percent of the
students who had domiciles in proximity of Thaksin
University, such as Nakorn Srithammaraj, Krabi,
Panga, Trang, Phattalung, Songkhla and
Narathiwat, tended to be interested to enroll in
the agricultural program at Thaksin University.
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