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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to identify the structural relationship of
environment, administrators’ traits, leadership and child-centered teaching behavior of ad-
ministrators in schools under the Basic Education Commission in the Southern provinces
and to test the invariance of the model based on school size. The sample for the study
consisted of 1,080 respondents, drawn from the school administrators of 3,812, A total of
6 latent variables and 18 manifest variables were established. The instrument used in the
study included a set of 140-item questionnaire, which consisted of four parts. The data
were analyzed by percentage, means, standard deviations, Skewness, Kurtosis, correlations
and Goodness of Fit test of hypothesized model with empirical data, invariance of measure
model and structural model based on sizes of schools: small, medium and large.

The linear structural correlation and a test of invariance by LISREL program The
rescarch results revealed that the developed linear structural model has the Goodness of
Fit with empirical data of %(*=300.32, df=115, %*/df = 2.61 NFI=0.99, CFI=0.99, RM-
SEA=0.043. The variables having direct influences on the child-centered teaching behavior
were transactional leadership, transformational leadership and internal environment. The
variables had indirect influences on the child-centered teaching behavior through the path
of transactional and transformational leadership and had direct influences on transactional
leadership of school administrators were internal environment, external environment and
the administrators’ attributes. The variables had direct influences through the path of trans-
formational leadership were external environment and the administrators™ attributes. The
outcomes of the measure model invariance of the constrained model were }{2=13¢3.14.
df=445, P = 0.00 NFI=0.95, CFI=0.96. The measure model has the variance of A)* =
37.59, X = 364, A‘;uf}fm_ﬂ The outcomes of the invariance of the structural
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model with constrained model were ¥* = 1323.48, df = 437 p = 0.00, NFI = 0.95, CFI
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0.96, RMSEA=0.083. The invariance of the structural model was Ajy*=17.03, %°
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