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Abstract

This research aimed: 1) to study the level of needs of people for desirable attributes of
the local leaders, 2) to compare the needs of people for desirable attributes the local leaders
based on their personal variables as gender, age, educational level and occupation of the people
and 3) to elicit comments and suggestions of the community leaders about their desirable of the
local leaders. The population for the study included 367 residents and 10 community leaders in
the areas of Thung Larn subdistrict municipality. The instrument used in the data collection was
a questionnaire and an interview schedule. The data were analyzed by such statistics as percentage,
arithmetic mean and standard deviation. A t-test and a F-test were used for hypothesis testing.
A pair-wise comparison for the groups was made by the Scheffe’s method.

The results of the study show that 1) overall and individual aspects, the level of needs
of the people for the desirable attributes of the local leaders is at the ‘high’ level, arranged in
descending order as follows: human relationship, morality and ethics, performance knowledge
and ability, leadership, commitment to local development and promotion and opportunity for
participation, respectively; 2) a comparison of the needs of people for desirable attributes of the
local leaders based on personal variables of gender, age, educational level and occupation of the
residents reveals that the people who differ in their age and education level show a significant
difference in their needs for desirable attributes of the local leaders; and 3) the opinions of
community leaders about the desirable attributes of local leaders include the following.
The local leaders should have a broad vision with willingness for development and uphold
principles of righteousness, with clear performance manner and sacrifice for the common good.
The local leaders should possess generosity in helping others, understanding the local problems,
listen to the problems of the residents, and coordinate ideas with people of all ages and all levels
of education. Opportunity is always opened for colleagues to express their opinions and folk
wisdom is to be promoted and conserved.

Keywords : Desirable Attributes, Local Leaders
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